
During these same months another great American trans­
port fleet, of which little has been said in the public press, was 
created with an almost equally striking rapidity. This was 
our cross-Channel fleet, which carried cargo and men from 
England to France. Its growth is pictured in the bars of 
diagram 16, in which the figures also represent the number of 
dead-weight tons from month to month. Beginning with 
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1917 OCT. 1 7 
NOV. 1 7 
DEC. 1 34 

1918 JAN.' 1 57 
FEB. 1 59 
MAR. 1 72 
APR. 1 77 6 83 
MAY 1 84 21 105 
JUNE 1 83 22 105 
JULY 1 92 21 113 
AUG. 1 124 47 171 
SEPT. 1 160 66 226 
OCT. 1 186 76 262 
NOV. 1 211 77 288 
DEC. 1 210 74 3 317 

1919 JAN. 1 261 74 3 338 
FEB. 1 171 66 3 240 
MAR. 1 80 64 3 147 
APR. 1 69 58 3 130 
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DIAGRAM 16.—THE CROSS-CHANNEL FLEET, IN THOUSANDS OF DEAD-WEIGHT TONS. 

7,000 tons in October, 1917, this fleet consisted of more than 
a third of a million tons by the end of 1918. About one-
fourth of the vessels were Swedish or Norwegian, while the 
rest were American. This service utilized large numbers of . 
small wood and steel vessels built by the Emergency Fleet 
Corporation at the yards of the Great Lakes and along the 
coast. 

WHERE THE SHIPS CAME FROM 

In building up our trans-Atlantic and Channel fleets every 
possible source of tonnage had to be called on for every ship 
that could be secured. The first great increment was the 


